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by those who make these charges. Still, it appears to us that 
the present system of calling medical experts as witnesses by 
parties interested is a wrong one, and likely to give grounds for 
some animadversions, especially when we consider that the 
courts have no standard of the qualifications of experts in this 
department. 

The treatment of these cases is briefly described in the last 
lecture. The methods recommended by the author are mainly, 
rest, in the prone position as far as possible, chloral and the 
bromides to produce sleep, local applications, blisters, etc., and 
such remedies as the iodide of potassium and the perchloride of 
mercury in cases in which chronic sub-acute meningitis is 
present. 

The treatment of the condition designated as spinal anaemia 
by the author is somewhat different, and consists in the use of 
tonics, such as strychnia, with good food, and such measures', as 
electrization, travel, etc. The only ground, in fact, for the in¬ 
ference of such a condition as anaemia of the cord, seems to us 
to be that some cases are benefited by this mode of treatment. 

Summing up, we may say of this work that it is able and use¬ 
ful, and that it should be consulted by every one who has to do 
with the affections it describes. There are some points, how¬ 
ever, in which it is deficient. It certainly does not contain the 
sum of our knowledge of its subject, The principal defect is 
the lack of reference to recent continental literature of its sub¬ 
ject, and especially to the labors of authors like Leyden, who has 
treated the whole class of spinal disorders more exhaustively 
than perhaps any other, though not dwelling. so particularly 
upon the special traumatic affections described in this book. 

Still, we can cordially recommend the work before us as the 
best treatise of its kind in our language, the only one in fact on 
its speciality, of any great value, and one that will long stand 
as an authority to the physican, and in courts of law. 


Ill—PIFFARD: DISEASES OF THE SKIN. 


Ah' Elementary Treatise on Diseases oe the Skin, for the 
use of Students and Practitioners. By Henry G. Piffard, 
A. M., M. D., Professor of Dermatology, University of the 
City of New York, etc. With illustrations. London and 
New York: Macmillan & Go., 1876. pp. 375. Chicago: 
Keen, Cooke & Co. 

The Professor of Dermatology in the University of the city of 
New York, is entitled to the honor of having written the first 
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distinctively American treatise on cutaneous diseases. He is one 
of that coterie of indefatigable and industrious medical men, who 
have by their studies and writings come to be regarded as an 
American school of dermatologists—a school which has com¬ 
manded the attention and respect of the profession in all coun¬ 
tries, by the sheer value of its scientific contributions. One can 
to-day readily make up the list of" their names by merely con¬ 
sulting recent writings of German, French and English authors, 
in dermatology. 

The volume before us is a marvel of typographical elegance; 
its photo-micrographs and wood cuts are specimens of the finest 
work of the artist; its text is admirably concise, perspicuous, 
and practical. The latest established facts in the histology and 
pathology of cutaneous affections are so clearly enunciated, that 
the student cannot fail to understand them, and the expert to 
be gratified with the digest thus given of the materials acquired 
by years of labor. 

For example, we find in the chapter devoted to anatomy, un¬ 
der the title, “ The Nerves of the Skin,” the following state¬ 
ment: “From this plexus (of nerves in close connection with 
the superficial cutaneous vessels) some of the fibres proceed out¬ 
wardly, lose their medullary investment, traverse the papillae, 
and as non-medullated fibres, are themselves lost among the 
cells of the rete Malpighii.” In this single brief' sentence are 
embodied the results obtained by the researches of Langerhans, 
who first made visible the bulbous formations in the Malpighian 
layer of the epidermis by chloride of gold staining, (Virchow’s 
Archives, Band 44,) as well as the confirmatory evidence ad¬ 
duced by Podcopaew, who, pursuing the investigation further, 
established the.connection between these Malphigian nerve fila¬ 
ments and the subjacent network of marrowless fibres whose 
nuclei were found embedded upon one side. (Archiv. fuer mi- 
krosc. Anat., Band V. 4.4.) This is a fair illustration of the 
author’s conciseness and accuracy. 

The diseases of the skin are classified in five principal groups: 
diathetic affections; general non-diathetic affections; reflex af¬ 
fections; local affections, and affections of uncertain nature. 
Under the first of these divisions are ranged eczema, psoriasis, 
and pityriasis, as varieties of “ the rheumides.” There is prob¬ 
ably no single feature of the work which will elicit more criti¬ 
cism than this. It is a complete recognition, though under a 
new name, of what is known in France as the dartrous or her¬ 
petic diathesis—a diathesis which Fox, in England, declares that 
he “cannot understand,” and against which the German School 
of dermatologists, with Hebra at the front, have steadily set 
their faces. Whatever may be the opinion of individuals as to 
the merits of this question, it may be said of our author, that he 
is honestly persuaded of the truth of the doctrine he teaches; 
that he makes the best possible showing for his side of the argu¬ 
ment; that his convictions are not merely the result of reading, 
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but of close, clinical observation and investigation with his own 
objectives; and, finally, that in assigning the etiology of eczema 
to a diathesis, he is in the honorable company of men of science 
whose eminence entitles their opinions to respect. 

Cutaneous diseases, due to nervous disorders, are here not sep¬ 
arately considered, and upon this point the author is in accord 
with those who appreciate the present status of dermatology. 
That the time will come when the connection and dependence 
of skin nerve and ganglia changes will be satisfactorily demon¬ 
strated, no one can doubt. But that time is not yet. Of zos¬ 
ter, a disease whose connection with nervous disorder is prob¬ 
ably more clearly established than in the case of allied affec¬ 
tions, Piffard says, (p. 243): “In all probability the eruption is 
dependent upon irritation or lesion of the nerve during some 
part of its course, but what this lesion is, cannot in all cases be 
determined; its primary cause is entirely unknown.” In.ths 
connection we take occasion to reproduce the note appended to 
the paragraph on the etiology of vitiligo, (p. 372,) as it com¬ 
mends itself by its wisdom to every unprejudiced student of cu¬ 
taneous disease. • 

“ It may be stated that the term neurosis , as used in con¬ 
nection with cutaneous diseases at the present day, is just about 
as comprehensive and as scientific as the word amaurosis, as em¬ 
ployed in ophthalmic medicine thirty years ago. The tendency 
should be to restrict, rather than to extend, the use of this term, 
and those who do otherwise lay themselves open to the sus¬ 
picion that the name is simply used as a cover for ignorance. 
The proper course is to frankly state that the affection is of un¬ 
certain nature. If a dozen or more authors one perhaps follow¬ 
ing the other, say that a certain disease is a neurosis, those who 
come after are apt to consider the matter as settled, and refrain 
from further investigation. On the other hand, if it is distinctly 
stated as doubtful, research for the real cause is stimulated, and 
may in time be rewarded by its discovery.” 

We conclude by heartily congratulating the author on his 
worthy contribution to American medical literature—worthy, 
let it be understood, as a natural consequence of his conscienti¬ 
ous and faithful work. We take pleasure in commending this 
fruit of his careful labor to the student and the general prac¬ 
titioner. To the dermatologist it speaks for itself. 

,J. N. H. 



